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Sophister Module Description Template 2022-23 
 

Full Name: Before and After The Waste Land 
 
Short Name: Waste Land 
 
Lecturer Name and Email Address: Prof Philip Coleman, philip.coleman@tcd.ie  
 
ECTS Weighting: 10 
 
Semester Taught MT/HT:  HT 
 
Year: SS 
 
Module Content:  
 
T.S. Eliot’s great poem The Waste Land, first published in 1922, will be at the centre of this 
module and several weeks will be devoted to reading it slowly with reference to some of the 
texts that inspired its creation (as suggested, for example, in Eliot’s “Notes on The Waste 
Land”). Before we get to The Waste Land, however, we will consider some of Eliot’s earlier 
work, specifically the poems collected in Prufrock and Other Observations (1917) and essays 
such as “Reflections on Vers Libre” (1917), “Tradition and the Individual Talent” (1919), and 
“The Metaphysical Poets” (1921). Following the section on The Waste Land, in the later 
weeks of the module time will be spent considering later works including “The Hollow Men” 
(1925), “Ash Wednesday” (1930), and Four Quartets (1941). If time permits, we may also 
consider one or more of Eliot’s plays. 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
 
On successful completion of this module, a student should be able to: 
 

• Demonstrate an awareness of T.S. Eliot’s importance to the development of 
anglophone poetry from the early twentieth century to the present; 

• Employ a highly-developed range of interpretive strategies using appropriate critical 
vocabulary in discussing the poetry of T.S. Eliot; 

• Examine and explain the critical and cultural contexts related to T.S. Eliot’s poetic  
development; 

• Use high-level transferrable skills of analytical and writing techniques in relation to 
chosen topics studied in the module. 

 
Learning Aims: 
 
This module aims to provide students with the skills to: 
 

• Critically evaluate a range of T.S. Eliot’s poetry, with some reference to his prose and 
possibly also the plays, in order to obtain a clear sense of its development across his 
career. 
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• Demonstrate understanding of the relationship between T.S. Eliot’s work and its key 
historical and cultural contexts. 

• Show familiarity with key critical approaches to T.S. Eliot’s work. 
 

Assessment Details:  
 

• Type of Assessment: Continuous 
• Number of Components: 2 
• Word Count of Component(s): 2,000 (close reading) and 4,000 (research paper) 
• Percentage Value of Component(s): 25% and 75% 

 
Primary / Preliminary Reading:  
 
Although the texts we will discuss in the module are available in various editions, you will 
need to obtain the following three books, all available in paperback, for this module: 
 
T.S. Eliot, Prufrock and Other Observations (Faber and Faber, 2001) 
T.S. Eliot, The Waste Land, ed. Michael North (W.W. Norton and Co., 2001) 
T.S. Eliot, Four Quartets (Faber and Faber, 2001) 
 
Alternatively, this volume will do the trick: 
 
T.S. Eliot, The Poems of T.S. Eliot, Volume 1, eds Christopher Ricks and Jim McCue (Johns 

Hopkins University Press, 2015)  
 
Selected Criticism 
 
The module title alludes to Robert Crawford’s biographies of Eliot, Young Eliot: From St. 
Louis to The Waste Land (2016) and Eliot after The Waste Land (2022, forthcoming). It would 
be great if you could read these before the module begins. There is a vast amount of 
secondary critical material available on Eliot, but for starters I suggest the following: Denis 
Donoghue, Words Alone (2000); Helen Gardner, The Art of T.S. Eliot (1950); Christopher 
Ricks, T.S. Eliot and Prejudice (1988). A. David Moody’s The Cambridge Companion to T.S. 
Eliot is also very useful. Matthew Hollis’s The Waste Land: T. S. Eliot, Ezra Pound and the 
Making of a Masterpiece (2022, forthcoming) will also be worth reading if you can access a 
copy before the module begins. For those who have access to an iPad or an iPhone, the 
following app may also be helpful: https://apps.apple.com/us/app/the-waste-
land/id427434046.  
 
Please note: 
 

• Curricular information is subject to change. 
• Information is displayed only for guidance purposes, relates to the current 

academic year only and is subject to change. 
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